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Re 
- EDITOR'S PAGE - 


As so often happens in this unpredictable climate, our weather has gone 
from one extreme to the other. Grim forcbodingss of a drought to rival 1982-1983 
in early April, then a very welcome break in mid-April ushering: in several. 
weeks of: frequent rain! The country greened: up very quickly, ‘the bush has: > 
lost its dry, parched look, and gardens have: responded with a late flush 

of growth, and some out of season flowering. Victoria has been fortunate, 
because I vather that dry weather is still dominating further north, There 

are ‘signs that the weather is returning to a dry, stable pattern again here, ©. 
put At’ least we have had some Very useful rain, early enough in the autumn ~~~ 
to do a lot of good (in contrast to the late breaks of the last couple of 
years). A sign of things to come in the spring may be the flowering display | 
of Soréading Wattle (Acacia genistifolia) at the moment. The rains seem to’ 
have come at just the right time to trigger off a particularly impressive 
display, and in recent days I have seen bushland in the Bagshot area and 

in the Whipstick lit up by the pale yellow glow of Spreading Wattle. 


KRENEK ER EK EH 


During a recent visit to South-eastern South Australia I was told of a. ' 
nursery at Murray Bridge which carries quite a range of rarer native plants, 
and makes something of a specialty of Verticordias. I made a sizeable detour 
from my planned route, but it was worth the effort. Nellie Nursery is, 
situated on the Adelaide Road on the Adelaide side of Murray Bridge. ~ 
Although it is not very large in area, it is well stocked, mainly with native © 
plants, but of particular interest was the "collector's table". With the aid 
of colour photographs of plants in their native habitat, made available in clear 
plastic album sheets by the proprietor, I chose four speties of Verticordia, 
and two "new" (undescribed) species of Darwinia, only recently released into 
cultivation. I would like to have got more, but was limited by space and 
pudtet. I don't exnect that any of our native plant enthusiasts will be 
making a special trip, but if anyone was going to Adelaide anyway, it would 
be worth allowine time for the detour off the freeway into Murray Bridge. 
Seme may already know of this nursery, but at least two members of the 
Native Plant Group had not heard of it, so I thousht it was worth a mention... 

f HX RHR HEX 
Finally, I would like to say that the Editorial Committee’is living a bit 
hand to mouth in the matter of articles and notes. We would like to have on 
hand a "bank" of’ material which could be drawn on when the amount of topical _ 
items is a bit light on. There would certainly be’ scope for a, series of 
related articles, such as the orchid series, and we would be pleased to 
publish any such material, especially if it contained new information, not 
available in normal published sources, such as detailed information on local - 
distribution, etc.. (One member has already done this for which we.are 
thankful. ) 


Erie Wilkinson, Editor. 


3. 


A MUCH TRAVELLED PLANT 
by Bob Allen 


When one has been interested in nature for many years, it is amazing how one's 
library grows, and with the large array of nature~books avatiablethese-days, ~ 
a keen naturalist has a pretty good chance of being able to identify most 
things that he comes: in contact with. I spend a lot of time at home in my 

Den, particularly working on plants, and my herbarium of the plants of 

Bendigo and district is now getting close to the 1,000 mark. 


The "Much Travelled. Plant" arrived one day in company of a member of our Club - 
Mr Donald Franklin, He had found it growing at Strathfieldsaye on the property ~ 
of Mr John Robinson. This was late in October 1984. We retired to "The Den" 
and proceeded to come up with a name for it. Firstly, it had ods, so it 

was placed immediately into the huge family Leguminosae, which is.also mow: 
as Fabaceac. This group of plants consist of over 700 genera and more than 
17,000 species of herbs, shrubs, and trees that are very widely spread 
throughout the world, Away back in the 1930's, Alfred J. Ewart, who was 

then Professor of Botany at the University of Melbourne, ‘in his book "Flora 
of Victoria", divided the age family Leguminosae into three sub-families for’ 
convenience, as follows.” 


SUBFAMILY 1 Caesalpiniaceae, This includes the Cassias, with four species 
and several varieties recorded from Victoria. Also included in this family: 
is the plant which holds the family name, the introduced garden plant 
Caesalpinia pulcherrima - Barbadoes Pride, It.is flowering at the moment of 
writing (5 April '86) and has been described as having "Long spikes of 
flaming scarlet and yellow blossom hovering above a mass of pale fern-like 
foliage", by Stirling Macoboy in his book "What flower is that?" The plant 
is most spectacular with its long scarlet stamens. The large flat bode 
place it immediately into the legume family. ois 


SUBFAMILY. 2 lMimoseceae, which includes Albizia and Acacia. ; 
Albizia lophantha, Cape Wattle, is endemic to Western Australia and introduced 
into most of the other Australian States, including Victoria. The genus 
Acacia -. ithe: Wattles. - has 93 species recorded from Victoria. The flowers 

of jour wattles Aare very small and are rarely seen, being hidden by the Masses _ 
of (Stamens... By, carefully. pulling. out, many stamens you find the perfect tiny 
flowers” “with: four to-five petals. ; 


SUBFAMILY 3» Papilionaceae. This is a ‘very lergé L Aging in Victoria, for? it 
comprises 42 genera” with 208 species, all with pea shaped flowers. 


, 


This of course is very important, as on close inspection our "Much Travelled 
Plant" had small pea shaped flowers. THis was a’ break se nrOuens because its pea’ 
flowers cancelled out subfamilies At and aX i aor a a 


The next thing to do was to compare our plant with the pressed specimens of 
the pea flowered legumes in my Herbarium. This was a long process and when 

it was finished we had got nowhere. What-now? It had already travelled-from- .. 
Strathfieldsaye to Bendigo. Now it had to go from Bendigo to Melbourne; to the 
National Herbarium for identification. Late in November 1984 I sent a parcel 
of several plants, including the unnamed one, on its second: journey. 

The reply came from the Herbarium on 27oM December 1984 as follows:- 


"Dear Bob, F 
The specimens forwarded to ihe, National Herbarium have now been 
identified. One specimen (see attached photocopy) we have retained and sent 
part of it to Canberra for further identification. Would it be possible to 
obtain more material of this specimen? It may be a new introduction to 
Victoria if it has persisted ---- (etc.). 
D.B.Foreman,." 


Ps 
A MUCH TRAVELLED. PLANT continued — 


So the plant's third trip was now on, this time from Melbourne to Canberra. 
The next letter was sent to me by botanist Don Foreman of the National 
Herbarium. It was the reply from Canberra to him. It read as follows:- 


it} 

EEE Biers, I have looked closely at your fragment of Astragalus sp. enclosed, 
and I am afraid that I cannot add anything to what you have alréady:said  . 
about it. Our collection is very poor on exotic and introduced Fabaceae, and 
we have no Astragalus specimens at all. Your specimen certainly seems to be 
somewhere around the Galegeae. I suggest that you send it to Kew. 


Yours sincerely, M.D.Crisp." 


This meant that the "Much Travelled Plant" had had another trip, from Canberra 
pack to Melbourne.’:(It's fourth trip). The "Kew" mentioned was not the suburb 
of Melbourne but.the National Herbarium and Botanical Gardens on the outskirts 
of London! The next letter was from Don Foreman informing me of the position 
after he had read the last letter from Canberra. 

. Eee. ; gee RBS 
Dear wBab) With reference to our letter of 27th Dec.'84 regarding a specimen 
collected some time ago and which we were unable to identify. A small . 
was sent to Dr M. Crisp in Canberra arid as you can see from the photo-copy _ 
of his letter he could not help in its identification. We will now send it to 
Kew for their opinion and I will let you Imow the result. 

Don Foreman." 


The "Much Travelled Plant" at that stage was clocking up the miles on its way 
to England. The last letter was from Don Foreman to say that the plant (or 
what was left of it) ‘was back in Melbourne again from England, I quotes... 


" : f 

Bae Welty With reference to my letter of 29 Jan.1985, 22 Feb. 1985, regarding 
the identity of a small papilionaceous plant collected near Strathfieldsaye 
on 31 Oct. 1984 on John Robinson's property. We have been advised by a botanist 
from the Herbarium at Kew, England that the plant is Ornithopus compressus,!., 
This may be a new record for Australia and is certainly a new record for 
Victoria, We would be grateful if you could obtain some more flowering and 
fruiting material if possible of this plant if it is still in existence, ~ 

Don Foreman." 


So ended the travels of the "Much Travelled Plant". It now rests in the files 
of the National Herbarium for future reference with several other specimens 
that John Robinson kindly allowed me to collect for them. 


MILEAGE OF PLANT MILES 

STRATHFIELDSAYE TO BENDIGO. : 8 
BENDIGO TO MELBOURNE = = |” - 100 
MELBOURNE TO CANBERRA 410 
CANBERRA TO MELBOURNE < 410 
MELBOURNE TO ENGLAND 10, 000 


ENGLAND TO MELBOURNE | . 10,000 


~ TOTAL ~ 20,928 MILES 


A MUCH TRAVELLED PLANT continued a Be a as ated veg choheate ee caer a eatoT Se PHN ARR 


In the last paragraph of the-last letter quoted, the botanist: Don Foreman 
stated:- "This may be a:new- record for Australia, and: is certainly'a new record 
for Victoria". This made:m>- delve -through: the book "A Handbook to:Plants in 
Victoria" by.Dr. Jim. Willis. On: pages. 306-307:he discusses the Ornithopus 

group in Victoria. They: include: *Ornithopus. pinnatus "Sand :Birds-foot"; 

native to the Mediterranean region etc. The petals of the pea shaped flower. 

are a bright yellow, veined with red. This plant he states is apparently 
naturalized on the Mornington Peninsular, Victoria, at Langwarrin, Somerville 
and Tyabb. ¥%Ornithopus sativus -"Serradella" is also native to the Mediterranean 
region and collected in Victoria at Lower-Tarwen in Gippsland in November 1945. 
The petals of this plant are whitish streaked with muve. It is doubtful if it 
has survived. ¥*Ornithopus perpusillus is-very-similar-to-.0. sativus but has 
shorter peduncles and much smaller flowers. It is recorded as naturalized in 
N.S.W. Dr Willis then mentions the "Much Travelled Plant" goss compressus, 
which he describes as differing from 0. sativus in having yellow flowers 

and larger beaked pods. He states that it is also from the Mediterranean 

region, and that it appeared at Wangaratta North in Victoria in December 1965. 


On Thursday 24 April last I took the opportunity to visit the Herbarium at 
South Yarra to see what I could find: out: about the Wangaratta North record 
of the plant. A good friend of mine, Stephen Forbes, was the botanist on 
duty, and he not only showed me the files on the plant but took photostat . 
copies of them for me, The writing on the folder cover was as follows:-— 


National Herbarium of Victoria 
Melbourne Australia. ‘3k 


-PAPILIONACEAE ~ ~_ ORNITHOPUS COMPRESSUS 
‘LOCALITY - VICTORIA CULTIVATED IN WANGARATTA NORTH 
. (See accompanying letter) .- Pio led 
COLLECTOR °: A. MeDONALD,. COMM, INSP; G. THOMAS 20 DEC. 1965... 
NOTES FIRST RECORD FOR VICTORIA. SEE ATTACHED LETTER. 
The letter read: as follows:- . mate Sa ets 
fe _'. ORNITHOPUS COMPRESSUS, BS, NR Seen AEM Ree See. 
ca EE Ea STOR «9 RRR ill AE ae ale Lands Department 
ATTENTION MR, C. SCHREIBER ©.” i Wangaratta. 
tra Feb. 23rd 1966. 
Secretary’ wt be girs ey: 
Vermin:and Noxious. Weed Board. — ie te3 
Re: Weed specimen No. 5808 Ornithopus compressus. 
In reply to your memo re the above, from information received, the seed of 
the above plant was taken from Swan Hill, Victoria to Esperance in Western 
Australia by a Mr Brian Morton. From there, a match box of the seed was. brought 
pack to Wangaratta Victoria by a Robert McDonald of Wangaratta, because 
the plant looked as if. it could have a fodder value. It was given to his 
grandfather Mr Arthur McDonald, a retired and successful farmer, who planted 


a few seeds in his vegetable garden on Allotment 2 Sec.1 Parish of Wangaratta — 


North’to see how they would grow. He found that, on the rather heavy red loam”. 
the plant had to be nurtured carefully to encourage growth. Mr Macdonald, being 
rather weed conscious was concerned that the plant may be a bad weed and 
allowed.it:to die out. As far as is known there are no other plants in the 
locality. cuseeay bt fi oe at : z bgt ; 


G.R. Thomas (inspector) 


6. 
A MUCH TRAVELLED PLANT continued 


This is not the end of the story, for now comes the questions. — 
In the reply from the Lands Departmett to the Vermin and Noxious Weeds 

Board, dated Feb. 23 1966 it was stated that the seeds of the plant were 
taken from Swan Hill, Victoria, That was 20 years ago but is it still growing 
there? The seeds were taken from there to Esperance in Western Australia, Are - 
there still plants growing there? Altnough the plants were eLefu wel die out" 
at Wangaratta. North: could some of them have survived? 


The story started by the finding of a healthy area of plants on the property = 
of John Robinson at Strathfieldsaye, but who brought them there, and where _ 
‘did. those seeds come from, and how long have they. been-srowing- -bher e? ae 5 

I’ would appreciate answers to some of these questions if possible, to add 

to the file of "The Much Travelled Plant" 


ee et ee sete ct ented mee ren MM ee Pema oe 


eae eee LRT RT NORE RS He REE 


DEATH OF A GOSHANK: by Dale Gibbons 


Recently whilst walking: along a rabbit-proof fence, on the boundary between. 
farm land and forest, I came upon the dried out remains not two animals, 
which told an. interesting tale. 


As is the practice of farmers when constructing a ra ee fence, the 

bottom section of wire netting is folded at risht.angles to the vertical, 

and buried. This is to prevent rabbits burrowing under from.the side to which 
the netting is bent. However, should the rabbit tunnel from the opposite 

side, then its fairly easy for it to dig right under, and come up the other side. 


This particular fence had numerous "bunny tunnels" under it, and in one were 
the remains of a rabbit and an immature goshawk. After dragging both out, it 
was easy to. figure out what had happened. The goshawk had dived upon the 
rabbit and grabbed it by the rump with one foot. The rabbit, which was no 
doubt unimpressed by this assault upon its anatomy, and not wishing to : 
contribute to the goshawks next meal, bolted into the tunnel, dragging the 
lighter foshawk after it. Once in the tunnel, the hawk with wings, tail, one 
leg, and head folded back became stuck fast, and would not,. or could. not, let 
vo, There they remained, causing both to expire. 


Thinking back to the days when I trained a goshawk to hunt rabbits, I remember - 
well the tenacity with which a goshawk "hangs on" to its prey, causing in 
this case the death ofboth hunter and hunted. 


ee 


BIRD. OBSERVERS. GROUP REPORT 


At the May meeting of the above group, the IS A ich a that no. replies 
had been received in response to the notice placei in the March "Whirrakee", 
inviting people to write in stating which particular night they would like the 
B.0.G, to change to, When put to the vote, member s voted against changing from 
Friday night. 


Mr, Gary Cheers of Maryborough Sageciestinaa with slides of birds of that area, 
together with others of the flora, insects and animals on which they feed, 
saying that his interest in flowers and plant life, and other aspects of 
natural history, had grown from his orig tinal love for birds. He now contributes 
articles on Botany for the Maryborough paper. 


7. 
_ DUSKY WOOD-SHALLOM! - ARIAS yavopmays 


Bird Observers Re Bird of the Night Discussion ears 


APPEARANCE: Both male and Renal are aien in appearance and about 18 cm 

in Length. The head and back are a charcoal brown colout, wings are dark 
bluish- black darker towards the tips, and with a conspicuous white edging. 
The taiji. 1s very dark, - and has prominent white patches at the gides near 

the tip. The eyes are dark, and the -bill is pale blue, becoming black at the 
tip, The underbody is also coloured charcoal brown. The white leading edge — 

to the wing and. white tail patches: distinguish: ‘the Dusky Wood-swallow from. 

all the other Wood Swallows. . saa at 


CALLS: Continuous twittering calls are heard when a flock of pirds is’ hawking 
for insects hi¢h overhead. At other times various chirping calls may be heard, © 
and a ‘stronger, harsh, aggressive call when attacking predators or trespassers 
near the nest. Occasionally a -bird will perch for some time and: TEESE in: 
sub-song which includes considerable mimicry. 


HABITAT; Dusky Wood=swallows are found in all.forest habitats in. the Bendigo eS 
District, but are less common in the extensive pure mallee areas. phe 2 


HABITS: The birds may be found in pairs, in loose colonies, or in groups 
from small to large in size. On one occasion in late autumn, a flock of not 
less than 300 birds was observed feeding in and around a small paddock of ° 
three or four acres on the edge of the forest. Some birds were feeding on the © 
ground, but others were in the Red Ironbark trees, and appeared to be taking 
nectar from the flowers of the trees, 

Little is known of the seasonal movements of the Dusky. Wood-swallows, but, in 
the Bendigo District at least, some birds are found throughout the year, eae. 
When courting, the male and female perch together oa the same branch and the 
female is offered food by the male, One bird.then begins fluttering its wings, 
partly fans.and rotates its tail, being followed by the other with a similar 
display. The performance continues for some time, after which mating may occur, 
While perched, the birds almost continuously revolve the end of the tail. 

Dusky Wood-swallows also have a peculiar habit of huddling close together, 
particularly ‘in cold weather, but not always so, and even in the day-time, it 
may occur, Up to 50. or more birds have been observed, huddling together on a 
tree branch, like a hive of bees. 


BREEDING: Breeding may occur between August and Januatys The nest is usually | 
built between 1,2 metres and 2.4 metres above the ground, but sometimes up to 
6 metres or more high, The nest site often seems precarious, e.g. between a — 
piece of peeled bark and the trunk of a tree, on a fence.post as in this month's 
cover picture, or broken off stump, or a vertical fork in a tree, The nest 
consists ofa small, shallow cup of twigs, grass and rootlets, frequently placed 
in an exposéd‘situation. It is, however, a little more substantial then the 
nest of the White-browed Wood-swallow. .Three or four eggs are laid, white or ~ 
puff, rounded-oval, glossy with purple-brown blotches, more at the larger end. 
Both male and female help with the nest-building, incubation of the eggs gods 
feeding the young. Incubation takes about“16-days, and the young deave: HRS 
nest in another 16-20. days, dlependiny on weather, number of young , sui 
availability: of food, 


GENERAL: ‘Dusky | Wood-swallows are common in the Bend? go District. ‘There appears | 
to be some. Local movement, . put some are present all the year round. They do not 
nest in colonies like some other Wood-swallows. Nesting during the. ‘past season .~ 
appeared to be very poor. Observations, have, ‘been reported of Dusky Wood-swallows 
peing host.to Pallid Cuckoo eggs and feeding, the young, They. mainly feed One 
insects, but they also take nectar. The insects, may be taken on the, ground, in. 
the foliage, around the blossom or high in the air. Often when swarms of 

insects have escended high into the air, Dusky, and perhaps other Wood-swallows, 
can be seen in large numbers hawking for insects, and twittering continuously. 


"PASS IT ON" 
by Dodda Laurel, 


A series of reminiscencés from twenty “five “years or Field Netting eRSU 
Bendigo. Incidents I. have experienced, stories. I have heard and/or read:: 
some interesting; ‘some Eee some “even S sea abate ‘and alT™ withy a hee “ees 
Naturalist flavour. : b tee! ; ss 


The Photographer sia the: Snake - 


A well known member of our club, an seconplisted botanist was learning the. 
rudiments of using close-up’ rings on his’ camera, for photographing wildflowers, | 
We had discovered a patch of Acianthus éxsertus, The Gnat' Orchid, ‘in amongst ° 

a rocky outcrop, (their usual habitat) on Cockatoo Hill; Spring Gully. “” } 
As the orchids were very close to flowering, it would fix the time of year to 
be late winter or early spring, On a fine-warm day at that time of year it. is 
not unusual to see a sleepy reptile,-out in: the-sun, getting his first i? “oF 
warmup, after his long winter hibernation, Our botanist friend. decided that. 

by next: weekend the.orchids would be. out in: flower, ready to photographi 

Next weekend turned out bright and sunny,: plenty of light to allow the use. 

of close-up rings, so off to Cockatoo Hill we went. Now Acianthus being a 
very small orchid, not more than six inches high, it meant down oh the tummy,. - 
at full stretch; to bring the camera to within a few inches of the flower 

to obtain full magnifications. After some time, trying for the correct 

number of ‘rings, getting critical - focus, adjusting apertures ete., our friend” 
finally raised himself on his elbow. It was ben that he saw it: a brown 

snake, sunning himself a few inches aways ... 

Just then I witnessed the fastest roll.and turn over I have ever seen, 


The Termites and the. Red Ants. 


Some years ago, while constructing a front fence, I found the remains of an 

old stump well infested with White Ants, Seeking to destroy this termite 

nest, I dug out all the honeycomb ‘like structure that termites construct, 

and smashed it to fragments with the back of the shovel. Suddenly I remembered | 
that someone had told me that those red ants which build the large mounds ~ 
were very fond of termites. There just happened to be a mound of these red 

ants a¢ross the road from where I was working. Thinking to convey all the 
remnants of the termite nést over to the red ants, I filled the shovel and’ 

was proceeding across the road, when I noticed dozens of red ants arriving 

at the termites nest, where aae ereedily SUNIL SCA the white ants and carried 
them off across the road to their mound, 

The vigour with which they fossicked and dug in aie Fae Be the termitesy 
reminded me of a dog vigorously digging at a rabbit burrow, It was both 
interesting and Buss ng» The BERRA seatonite in. pthe rubble continued for the: 
rest of the day, ; 

A question remains, How- Pal the red. aves become aware of ah. White ‘ais being. 
there for the taking? One fact standsout. Evidently . until the nest 
structure’ of the termites was. broken ee the BeHEAGS were safe:-from the 
attack of the red ants. ; NG 


Since writing the above ‘Stony, I have rreneds a show on T. v. ealled, . 

"The Hellstrom Chronicle". In this show there was an incident which, in 
essence, was the same as the incident I describe above, The termites shown 
however, were the ones that build the huge structures eight to ten feet high, .. 
evidently. similar to the ones in North Western Australia, The attackers | 
in the T.V. show were black ants while the local ones were red. There was 
one’ sequente however that differed greatly. In’ the T.V.: show there were ~ 
soldier ants among the termites, (termites with large nippers) which gave 
fierce rosistance to the attackers, 

I saw no ‘evidence of any ‘resistance whatever on. une part of the termites 

in the incident I ilegeeaasiey above. 


More next month, 


REPORT. ON W,V.F.N,C. CAMP OUT,.. PORTLAND. Picstinh os sy el 


aay “Bev. Leeson 


On para. dave Laurie and I faevelted to Portland for the W.V.F. N.C. autumn 
camp out. The weather was very changeable, varying between brilliant sunshine: 
and driving rain. We found our way to the Portland Bay Campsite, about 10 kn 
from the centre of Portland, and were greeted by a thunderstorm which yielded os 
hail centimetres thick under foot.’ The venue was a church camp with a large 
hall, community kitchen and two roomed huts, which held 12 bunks, A lovely 
open fire warmed the hall, where Friday evening's entertainment was a slide’ 
show by local members. We saw local. flora and fauna, including some excellent. 
slides of fungi and many views of and from the Great Southern Walk. 


On Saturday morning at 9 a.m. we departed for half-day trips, with emphasis 

on birds or botany. We chose Botany and clambering into the self-drive bus, 
with our guides, Collin and Dorothy Woolcock (authors of the. book "Australian 
Terrestrial Orchids") we headed,out, past Alcoa, to the Sea Cliff Nature Walk 

in the Cape Nelson State Park,. which. was created in 1978. We walked part way. 

on’ the inward track and part way.on the outward track, leaving out the section 
along the ocean front. We saw. the following plants: - 

Golden Wattle. (much, much. larger. than ours in Bendigo), Flame heath in flower, 
erass trees, Silver Banksia, Moonah, Soap Mallee and Coast Ballart. 

Correa reflexa was in’ abundance and the varying colours from red to green, 

with all the shades between, were fascinating. After returning for a quick 
lunch, we headed off to the Mt. Richmond National Park, where views of Portland 
and surrounds were worth the trip. 


After the W.V.F.N.C. general meeting in the evening we were taken on a slide 
trip to the Galapagos Islands, Bolivia and Peru by a local Portland member who, 
with tis wife, spent five months walking through these countries. 

The contrasts between desert, mountain and jungle-areas were clearly depicted. 
The Inea ruins and the slides of flora and fauna were beautiful. A display © 

of South American weaving, wood carving, pottery and rugs was viewed prior 

to a sumptuous supper. 


On Sunday morning, whilst others went bird watching and to the sanctuary in 
Portland, we drove our own vehicle to the Mt. Clay area. Again Collin and 
Dorothy Wooleock were our leaders. The highlight of our trip to the Mt. Clay 


heathland area was the viewing of the tiny sreenhoo@s,Pterostylis pa eee 
and the fringed hare orchid, Leporella fimbriata (Leptoceras fimbriatum). < Fue 
Everyone gathered for a picnic lunch and then we ali headed off to our homes. — 


The next camp aut will be Sunraysia, and the following one will be much closer 
to home, at Maryborough, 


to US Keeue ut ur uy wil kad Gr Kar wat 


The Ballarat Field Naturalists Club invites Bendigo Field Naturalists 
to the Stella Bedggood Memorial Lecture at 8.00 p.m. on Friday 6th June at 
the School of Mines Courthouse, Lydiard St. South, Ballarat, . 


The lecture "Are You a Conservationist? If Not, Why Not?" will be by the . 
noted Geelong Naturalist and author Trevor Peseott, 


Bary Dowling, Secretary, R.M.B. A4SO, Ballarat 3352. bul ilis jhe 


1 Owner ‘ 
IT'S GOOD TO_GO_ON_AN EXCURSION IN WEATHER LIKE THIS i oe 


On Sunday 18th May over 30 people braved the elements to go to the Mt, William 
axe quarry site. When we set off the day looked half promising.for a little 
bit of fine weather, but when we arrived at the site it. was. very different. 
Driving mist/drizzle, and a cold southerly, had even the hardiest-soul wishing | 
the. aborigines had not. chosen such an exposed ridge to work for their stone. 
Miss Dorothy Fields reminiscences of lovely views from the ridge were met. 
with sage noddings of heads (probably more to apse the circulation going . 
rather than, wondrous agreement). . ; 


Mt, William axe quarry is an archaeological gem in many ways. It is avian 
of the aborigines technical achievement in quarrying and working stone ina 
specialized industrial way. Only one tribe had the right to. UATE: and meush 
out axe blanks at this site.: 


The beautiful and distinctive diorite; or freenstone, was made ‘into’ axes ‘and 
traded widely throughout western Victoria (none as yet being found in Gippsland), 
eastern South Australia, and southern New South Wales, Frequently: only a 

blank was fashioned at the:site and the many chips and broken pieces bore 

mute testimony to former labours. Polishing the cutting edge and the body 

of -the axe was done elsewhere, often after the axe blank’ had: ‘been traded. 


Items traded for the stone could have. included reeds, fish, wood for spears, 
ochre ete.. The wide distribution of the stone gives us an insight into~the~ 
trading system.of the aborigine and a facet of the social and economic life . 
of the aborigine. Precious gifts were traded to cement links between clans. 
and tribes and these could be very, important in times of TD} e. B. 

war and: droughts, ~~ 


So on a “cold blustery day in May. -some of our members, along with some nenene 
of the Central Victoria Archaeology. Society, were able to see one of the 
great gach eoloey sites in Victoria - the Mt. William Aboriginal, axe quarry. 


by Rod. Fyffe. 
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1. ‘Letters from Bird Observers Group to Conservation, Forests and Lands, 
Kingower Land Protection, Group, and Bendigo Regional Land Protection 
Advisory Committee re destruction of habitat by mining interests in 
Kingower area were endorsed and forwarded. ; 


2. Letter received from Mrs F. Robbins, seeking Club advice re the future of 
Frank's lifetime collection of rocks. 


3. Letter from Conservation, Forests and Lands requesting information and 
participation in their National Koala Survey. This matter has been 
referred to the Mammal Survey Group. 


4. Notice received from Ballarat F.N.C. of Stella Bedggood Memorial Lecture 
at $.00 p.m.-on Friday 6th June at School of Mines Courthouse, Lydiard 
St. South, Ballarat. "Are You a, Conservationist? If Not, Why Not?",. by 
Trevor Pescott. «5° =: , 


5. <A. Spence reported vehicle track damage in the Salomon Gully Reserve, - 


6. A letter is to be written to Department of Aborivinal Affairs requesting 
permission to include slides and relevant dialogue in the audio/visual 
of our Club history. 


JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS GROUP 


The Junior Field Naturalists Group is a sub-group of Bendigo Field Naturalists 
Club, It is open to the 8-18 year age group, together with their younger 
brothers and sisters if accompanied “by parents. Parents are welcome but are 
expected to help with transportation. 


The group normally meets on the iast Sunday in each month, from 2 to 5 p.m. 
The assembly point for these excursions is the Education Department Special 
Services Complex, Havlin Street, Bendigo. The usual format is a short talk, 
followed by 1 field trip. In wet weather meetings will still take place, 
because a lecture room is available. 


The aim of the group is to introduce young people to an understanding and 
appreciation of the many aspects of natural history. Our efforts to protect 

our natural resources will only have a lasting effect if succeeding generations 
continue to be concerned for the quality of their environment, 


Organisers: Jane Cleary (48 4396) and Ian Fenselau (48 4384). 


EXCURSION SYLLABUS, JUNE - NOVEMBER 1986 
Sunday, June lst 2 p.m. Dr. Bill Holsworth will identify and demonstrate 
Insects, friend and foe laboratory techniques on specimens collected 
at Kenninrton, 


Sunday June 29th, 2 p.m. A visit to a district farm to hear about the 


Tree Planting "Branch Out" Scheme for revegetating areas affected 
by erosion and salting. Some tree-planting will be 


undertaken, 


Sunday July 27th. 2 p.m. Nature trails and competitions will be prepared foe 
all age croups followed by a bonfire. 


Sunday August 24th 2 p.m. Mr Berry Vardy will lead a frog collecting trip to 


Frogs a local swamp and help with identifying specimens 
collected. 

Sunday September 28th Mr John Lindner will lead a visit to the Whipstick - 

at 2 p.m. Mammals to examine artificial hollows where mammals may be 
found. 

Sunday October 26th Mr Eric Wilkinson will gsuide the group on a fossil 

at 2 p.m. Fossils hunting trip. 

Sunday November 23rd Mr Rob Watkins will show a collection of different 


at 2 p.m. Bird nesting nests and local birds in the bush using hides, 
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BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 
Address for correspondence, P.O. Box 396,. Bendigo 3550, 


OFFICE BEARERS FOR 1985-1986 


PRESIDENT Laurie Leeson 76 Lawson St., Spring Gully 43 0521 


SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT Rob Moors Mandurang South Rd. RSD Sedgwick 39 6254 
JUNIOR VICE PRESIDENT Rob Watkins Marnie Rd. Kennington on 43. 4891 
SECRETARY Rod Fyffe _ 546 Hargreaves St. Bendigo... = = 43: 7673 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY Glenise Moors Mandurang South Rd. RSD Sedgwick 39 6254 
TREASURER i Helene Boon Kamarooka, RSD, Raywood - 36 9252 
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER . Win Demeo Kamarooka, RSD, Raywood 36 9226 
EXCURSION ORGANISER Position vacant . a 

LIBRARIAN _ Glenise Moors Mandurang South Rd. RSD Sedgwick 39 6254 
EDITOR Eric Wilkinson 7 Weatherall St., Cal.Gully 46 8736 


Membership of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is open to.all those interested 
in natural history. The membership subscription rates ere Single $12.00, 
Family $16.00, Pensioner and Children $7,00. Whirrakee subscription only $12.00. 


General Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month at the Conference 
Rooms, Department of Agriculture, Midlanc Highway, Epsom. Meetings start at 
7.30 p.m., and conclude with supper. The Annual Meeting is held in September. 


Excursions The assembly point for excursions is outside the Special Services 
Complex in Havlin St. East, Bendigo, unless otherwise specified. 

Full day excursions normally commence at 10.00 a.m. (usually on a Sunday). 

Half day excursions normally commence at 2.00 p.m. and may be either a Saturday 
or Sunday. Day or half day excursions are usually. held: on the weekend following 
the General Meeting. Campouts are held several times in a year, usually 
coinciding with long weekends or holiday periods. 


The B.F.N.C. has four sub-groups:- 


The BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP meets on the first Friday of the month at the 
Agriculture Department, Epsom, at 7.30 p.m. 

President: Harvey Rich, 58 Dundas Rd., Maryborough 61 1698 

Secretary: Nancy Stone, 3 Brodie St., Bendigo 43 7993 


The BOTANY GROUP meets onthe fourth Friday of the month at 7.30 p.m, at the. 
Biology Tab., Applied Science 1 Building, B.C.A.E., (unless otherwise announced). 
Convenor: Eric Whiting, 7 Aviary Crt., Kennington. 43 5965 


The CONSERVATION GROUP meets on an "ag required" basis. As far as practicable, 
meetings details will be advertised. in the "Whirrakee" diary, . ‘ 
Convenor: Rod Fyffe, 546 Hargreaves St., Bendigo 43 TOV - 


The MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP meets on the third Thursday of the month, at 8,00 p.m. 
in member's homes as announced in the monthly diary, pa VAT ae 
President: Graham Hill, 31 Curnow St., Golden Square 42 4016 . 

Secretary: Bill Holsworth, 13 Nabilla Cr., Kennington 43 4063, 


- DIARY - 


MEETINGS 
Wed. June 11 "Roadside Conservation in Australia" 
Speaker: Professor. John Turner ,, Castlemaine. ., 
Wed. July 9 "Wildlife management’ in the ‘Kerang wetlands" _ igh fa, 
Speaker: Ken‘Bodinnar, Fisheries and Wildlife Division of’ 
C.F. & L. Dept. " cay Bathe 
Wed, Aug. 13 "National Parks of Weeveun IAEA PS 
poe aS _, Speakers, Dr.. Geoff Christensen, 
EXGURGIONGIO | aban RREan cd Srna c 
QUEEN'S BIRTHDAY Campout at Yandayh Fauna Reserve with members of. the YOON. Ne 
LONG WEEKEND: * Mid-Murray Field Naturalists Trust. oop Mesa’ | 
June 7-9 The reserve is located between Annucllo and Koolonong, 


approximately 100 km from Swen Hill. Total distance from 
Bendigo 290 km, Maps showing the location of the camp-site. 
“are available from John Lindner (39 7308), Please let him 

- know if you’ intend to participate, and obtain a map from hin. 
More participants are needed! 

“(N. B. Drinking water will’ be provided). 


Sun, June 165 Bus trip to Museum of. Victoria, Cost will be $5. 00 for dul. tay. 
oe and $3.00 for children. Departure time from Education Depts. 
offices’ in Havlin St., 9.00 a.m. Departure from Museum-for. « 
return trip, 5,00 p.m; B.Y.0. lunch and snacks, 
' Stop for light meal on way'home. For full details, seep. 13 : 
, of May Whirrakee, Contact John Lindner (39 7308) for bookings, 
and pay.for seats at June 11 meetang. Gly «Pk Beet on: the: RE 
bus,. and, filling fast! rig 


Sun. July 13. - Tour of ‘roadside conservatoon areas atount Bendigo,” ‘as follow 
net . iit..sup to- Prof. ‘Turner's’ talk’ on July 9. Leader: Rob Watkins 
“(Details next month. Whe “ 


Sun. August 17 Day walk along Granite Creek ‘and Goliban Rivenme 
(Full details next month). 


August-September | Campout at Pink Lakes State Park cma TRL aaa, Field 
School Holidays Naturalists ‘Trust (Actual dates ie be OMABE IST, when" -); 
arrangements finalised. yy 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP Least we ; 
Fri.July.4 .. 7.30 p.m. Dept. of Agriculture, Epsom. “=~ s vactacaa os 
GOAT Speakers: Rob.and Cynthia Watkins. hi a eae ah 
Bird of ‘the Night: Nankeen Kestrel, TUES 


ae ee 


BOTANY-GROUP- = . 
Thurs.vune 26 7, 30 - D. ite at Jack: ; Kellam s homie at 7 Patrick Sti aendigo,. 
Topic: Video. of: Whipstick Orchids by Jack Kellam. ~ 
NB. B. _ Change of night from Friday. to Thursday 


MAMMAL, SURVEY GROUP 7 Oe ieee ; 
Thurs, June 19 230% “De mM. 28) Graben HiLL's home, a Simnow.  9t/,Goten square. 


JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS cen eat ne 

Sun. June 29% Tree SP aaittne, A visit to a district farm will be made to 
learn about the "Branchout" Scheme for revegetating areas 
affected by erosion and salting. Some tree planting will be 
undertaken. Meet at Special Services, Havlin St. at 2.00 p.m. 


COMMITTEE MEETING 
_ Wed. June Doth 8.00 p.m. at L. Leesons home 76 Lawson St., Spring Gully. 


